Rating Scheme for Web Site Resources (Bonk, 2001)

CourseShare.com has rated the applicable Web sites for overall effectiveness.  The following three dimensions were used to evaluate effectiveness:  ease of use, content richness, and resourcefulness.  These dimensions and their characteristics are described in the table below.  

First, each Web site was assigned a value between 1 and 3 points for each dimension, where 1 is poor, 2 is average, and 3 is a good.  Second, we added the points from each dimension into a single score that ranges from 3-9 points.  Finally, we used the following formula to convert points into stars for the overall effectiveness ranking.

9 points = 5 stars

8-7 points = 4 stars

5-6 points = 3 stars

4 points = 2 stars

3 points = 1 star

Each site was scored by at least two CourseShare.com consultants.  When they did not agree on a final score, agreement was reached through discussion and deliberation. Additionally, the consultants provided summary comments describing each site.  Web sites receiving less than three stars are not included in our final list of resources.

	Dimensions 
	Evaluated Characteristics

	Ease of use within the Web site
	· Simple and effective navigation

· Quick download rate

· Sound organizational structure

· Intuitive user interface

· The site is regularly updated (i.e., no dead links or outdated information)

	Content richness within the Web site
	· Content is insightful

· Content is creative

· Provides thorough descriptions

· Provides full articles when applicable

· The site/host is trustworthy

	Resourcefulness in links to other Web sites 
	· Includes relevant links to other sites

· Cites relevant resources such as books, articles, and reports

· Cites relevant people and organizations to contact


