College Student Web Resources (Bonk, 2001): The following Web sites have been rated by CourseShare.com for overall effectiveness.  We use a scale of 1–5 stars, where 1 is not at all effective and 5 is very effective.  (We do not include Web sites that received less than three stars in this table.) The three dimensions used to evaluate effectiveness include: 1) ease of use, 2) content richness, and 3) resourcefulness (in links to other Web sites).  Please click here for  more detailed information on the rating scheme.

Note: CourseShare.com is constantly updating the resources presented here.  We hope to continue to add quality links and resources for our members and guests.  If there is a resource of relevance to college students that you would like us to evaluate or if a link is no longer active, please let us know.  Click here to submit additional URLs, categories you would like us to include, or your comments and feedback.

	Category
	Title
	URL
	Rating
	Comments

	College and University Guides
	Braintrack
	http://www.braintrack.com/
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	· Over 5,500 links to higher education institutions in 161 countries

	
	Campus Tours
	http://www.campustours.com/
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	· Interactive maps, college Webcams, QuickTime tours and pictures of colleges in US

	
	College Express
	http://www.collegexpress.com/
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	· Search for colleges and universities by name, location, academic area, institution type, etc. 

· List of colleges accepting online applications

· Answers to admissions and application questions 

	
	IPEDS COOL (College Opportunities Online)
	http://nces.ed.gov/IPEDS/cool/COOLHome.asp
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	· Over 9,000 links to US colleges and universities 

· Search for colleges and universities by location, academic area, size, etc.

	
	College Rankings: US News & World Report
	http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/corank.htm
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	· Annually updated rankings by location, type of institutions, academic area, etc. 

· Search for colleges and universities by name, location, academic area, etc.

· Financial aid advice

	
	CollegeSource Online
	http://www.collegesource.org/home.asp
	[image: image7.png]



	· Search for colleges and universities by name, location, etc.

· School catalogs

· Profiles of schools and Web sites

	
	Embark.com
	http://www.embark.com/
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	· Comprehensive information and services for college preparation

	
	Gradschools.

com
	http://www.gradschools.com/
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	· Search graduate programs by academic area or school name

· List of distance education programs

· Links to schools 

· Brief description of each program with email addresses

	
	Petersons.com
	http://www.petersons.com/graduate/gsector.html
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	· Search graduate programs by location, academic area, or degree type, etc.

· Lists more than 36,000 individual academic and professional programs at more than 1,700 institutions

	
	Review.com (The Princeton Review)
	http://www.review.com/college/templates/temp2.cfm?topic=rank&body=rank/index.cfm&Link=rank.cfm&special=College.cfm
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	· Annually updated college and university rankings by academic area, demographics, quality of life indicators, school type, etc.

· Online applications

· Financial aid information

	
	The University Pages
	http://isl-garnet.uah.edu/Universities_g/
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	· Links to colleges and universities in US


	Category
	Title
	URL
	Rating
	Comments

	College Living
	4Advice.com
	http://4advice.4anything.com/
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	· Links categorized by topics such as life and love, financial, career, health and medical, etc.

	
	College411
	http://www.college411.com/
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	· Resources by academic subject

· Book shopping guide

	
	Collegehq.com
	http://www.collegehq.com/
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	· Search news, classifieds, entertainment info, etc. by US cities

	
	ExpertCentral.

com


	http://www.expertcentral.com/
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	· Advice from over 14,000 experts on more than 18 areas, from art and entertainment to travel

	
	iVillage.com's Experts Directory
	http://www.ivillage.com/experts/
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	· Experts help on topics covering health, finances, fitness, cooking, etc. 

· Regularly scheduled online chats with experts in such fields as health, fitness, relationships, computing, etc. 

	
	Lifestyle Management
	http://www.byu.edu/stlife/cdc/Learning_Strategies/lifestyle/life.htm
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	· Provides information on managing time, dealing with anxiety, managing stress, etc.

· Career planning advice and resources

	
	Student.com
	http://www.student.com/
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	· Tips and information on topics relevant to college life such as health, love, parties, etc.

	
	StudentAdvantage.com
	http://www.studentadvantage.com/
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	· Resources on academic life, career, finance, travel, etc. 

	
	StudentNow.

com
	http://www.studentnow.com/
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	· Information on college life 

· Resources for college students


	Category
	Title
	URL
	Rating
	Comments

	Computer Tutorials
	Adobe Web Center Tutorials
	http://www.adobe.com/web/tips/main.html
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	· Adobe products’ tutorials including Acrobat, After Effects, FrameMaker, GoLive, Illustrator, InDesign, LiveMotion, PageMaker, PageMill, Photoshop, Photoshop LE, and Premiere 

	
	Introduction to HTML
	http://www.cwru.edu/help/introHTML/toc.html
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	· Tutorials on HTML 2.0 and 3.2.

	
	The Java
	http://java.sun.com/docs/books/tutorial/
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	· Tutorials for programming with Java

	
	NETg 
	http://www.netg.com/index.htm
	[image: image25.png]



	· Online training courses ranging from application fundamentals for beginners to the latest programming languages for professional developers

· Financial charge for courses ($70-$150)

	
	PBS's Beginner's Guide to Understanding and Using the Internet
	http://www.pbs.org/uti/begin.html
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	· Finds links to the latest versions of Internet software 

· Guides to resource lists and search tools

· Contains general advice on Internet topics such as netiquette, creating a home page, etc.

	
	Search Engine Watch
	http://www.searchenginewatch.com/resources/tutorials.html
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	· Offers tutorials about using search engines

· Provides links to other online resources for using search engines

· Monthly newsletter with articles on search engines

	
	Sizzling HTML Jalfrezi
	http://vzone.virgin.net/sizzling.jalfrezi/iniframe.htm
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	· Guide to writing Web sites

· Tutorials on HTML, IMAGEMAP, Style sheet, DHTML, etc.

· Glossary on Web authoring

	
	Webmonkey: Web Developer’s Resource
	http://hotwired.lycos.com/webmonkey/index.html
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	· Excellent resource on Web design and development 

· Tutorials on HTML, DHTML, XML, Flash, Java, JavaScript, Perl/CGI, UNIX, etc.

	
	CNET.com – Web Building
	http://www.cnet.com/webbuilding/0-3880.html
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	· HTML, JavaScript, Flash, PhotoShop, etc.

· How-to information for products (i.e., FrontPage, Dreamweaver, Homesite, etc.)

	Dictionaries
	American Heritage
	http://www.bartleby.com/61/
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	· Search by individual words and full text from 350,000 entries and definitions

	
	Doctor Dictionary
	http://www.dictionary.com/
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	· Translator

· Web searches

· Links to dictionaries in other languages

· Writing resources

	
	Merriam-Webster’s WWWebster Dictionary & Thesaurus
	http://www.m-w.com/
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	· Thesaurus

· Word games

· Reference tools

	
	Microsoft Encarta
	http://encarta.msn.com/default.asp
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	· Contains a dictionary, atlases, multimedia, and 16,000 articles on various topics

· Talking dictionary

	
	OneLook Dictionaries
	http://www.onelook.com/
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	· Searches online dictionary Web sites

	
	The Phrase Finder
	http://www.shu.ac.uk/web-admin/phrases/index.html
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	· A professional writers' resource for generating ideas for headlines, advertising copy, song lyrics, etc.

	
	Roget’s II Thesaurus
	http://www.bartleby.com/62/
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	· Contains 35,000 synonyms, definitions, and numerous cross-references

	
	YourDictionary.com
	http://www.yourdictionary.com/
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	· Portal for language and language-related products and services

· Provides links to specialized dictionaries, translation tools, and linguistics research

· Contains links to over 1,500 dictionaries representing over 230 languages

	
	Wordsmyth: The Educational Dictionary-Thesaurus
	http://www.wordsmyth.net/
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	· Contains definitions, cross-references, and synonyms

	Distance Learning Courses
	College Learning.com
	http://collegelearning.com/
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	· Links to colleges and universities offering distance learning courses, degrees, and services 

	
	Hungry minds
	http://www.hungryminds.com
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	· Online courses and resources from academic institutions, professional organizations, and various experts

	
	Jones International University
	http://www.jonesinternational.edu/
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	· Offers credit courses, non-credit courses, certificates of specialization, and undergraduate and graduate degree programs

	
	MBA Distance Learning Programs
	http://www.gradschools.com/listings/distance/bus_admin_distance.html
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	· Links to distance MBA programs

	
	Michigan State Virtual University
	http://www.vu.msu.edu
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	· Provides six degree and certificate programs in the arts and social and physical sciences

	
	OnlineLearning.

net
	http://www.onlinelearning.net/
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	· Accredited distance courses in Business and Management, Computers and Information Systems, Education, and Writing

	
	Penn State University
	http://is124.ce.psu.edu/DE/Catalog/
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	· Offers a variety of degree programs, certificates, and credit and noncredit courses

	
	Petersons.com
	http://www.petersons.com/dlearn/
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	· Search distance learning courses or programs

· News and articles about distance education

	
	Technology-Assisted Lifelong Learning (TALL)
	http://www.tall.ox.ac.uk/tallinternet/
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	· Distance learning programs for UK and overseas students, as well as the general public

	
	TeleCampus
	http://courses.telecampus.edu/
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	· Search distance learning courses by academic area or type of institutions

· Q&A about distance learning, degrees, accreditations, etc.

· Online resources including study strategies, online bookstores, financial aid, how to use the Internet, etc.

	
	UNext.com
	http://www.unext.com/
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	· Offers online business courses 

· Academic content developed with the University of Chicago Graduate School of Business, the Columbia Business School, Stanford University, Carnegie Mellon University, and the London School of Economics and Political Science

	
	University of Illinois Online
	http://www.online.uillinois.edu/
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	· Degrees, certificates, and professional development sequences are offered by the three University of Illinois campuses

	
	University of Phoenix
	http://online.uophx.edu/
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	· Offers undergraduate and graduate programs in business, education, nursing, art, and computer science 

· Lists of degrees, certificates, etc.

	
	University of Wisconsin System Institutions
	http://www.uwex.edu/disted/catalog/
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	· Catalog of degree programs in the social and physical sciences

	
	Walden University
	http://www.waldenu.edu/
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	· Provides degree programs in the social sciences, education, management, health and human services, and psychology

	
	Western Governors University 
	http://www.wgu.edu/wgu/index.html
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	· Offers distance learning courses from dozens of colleges, universities, and corporations in US

	Encyclopedias
	Britannica.com
	http://www.britannica.com/
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	· Search and directory service combining selected Web sites, magazines, and book citations with the complete, updated Encyclopedia Britannica

	
	Columbia Encyclopedia
	http://www.bartleby.com/65/
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	· Database with over 50,000 article entries, 40,000 bibliographic citations, and over 80,000 cross-referenced entries

· Full-text searchable

	
	Encyclopedia.com 
	http://www.encyclopedia.com/
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	· More than 14,000 articles from the concise Columbia electronic encyclopedia

	Financial Aid/ Scholarships
	Federal Money Retrieval
	http://www.fedmoney.org/
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	· Comprehensive listings of US federal government assistance programs benefiting students 

· Full-text information available online 

	
	Sallie Mae College Aid Sources for Higher Education
	http://www.cashe.com/
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	· Scholarship search by academic record, college plan, etc.  

· Results are delivered via email within two business days

	
	The College Board
	http://www.collegeboard.org/
	[image: image61.png]



	· Scholarship searches

· Financial aid news

	
	Collegelink.com
	http://fa.collegelink.com/pnc/
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	· Information about and applications for loans

	
	Department of Education
	http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSFAP/Students/sfa.html
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	· Information about grants, loans, work study, tax credits for education, and application procedures

	
	Directory of State Grant Agencies
	http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/agencies.html#A
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	· Provides a list of state grant agencies and governing boards

	
	Embark.com
	http://www.embark.com/fa/
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	· Financial aid information for high school students, parents, international students, transfer students, and returning students

· Information on private loans, federal loans, grants, and fellowships

· Online applications

· Scholarship searches using detailed information from your personal profile

	
	eStudentLoan.

com
	http://www.estudentloan.com/
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	· Information on loans by category

· Scholarship searches

· Online applications

	
	FastAID
	http://www.fastaid.com/
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	· Information on scholarships, endowments, and loans 

· Private sector scholarship database

	
	FastWeb
	http://www.fastweb.com/
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	· Scholarship searches

· Most frequently used scholarship search site

	
	FinAid
	http://www.finaid.org/
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	· Information on loans, scholarships, and military aid

	
	Financial Aid Resource Center
	http://www.theoldschool.org/
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	· Information and advice on financial aid

· Monthly newsletter

	
	Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA)
	http://www.pheaa.org/
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	· Full-service student financial aid agency

· Online applications

· Online loan counseling

	
	Scholarships.com
	http://www.scholarships.com/
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	· Contains a searchable database of over 600,000 college scholarships

· Information on loans and grants

	
	Student Loan Funding
	http://www.studentloanfunding.com/
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	· Information on scholarships, financial aid calculators, and loans 

· Online applications

· Online counseling service

	
	US News Online 


	http://www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/dollars/dshome.htm
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	· Information, advice, and interactive tools to assist in financial aid search

	
	WiredScholar
	http://www.wiredscholar.com/financing/content/index.jsp
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	· Information on the entire "Go-to-College" process from preparation to getting loans

· Analyze the affordability of schools 

· Compare financial aid award letters

	Job Searching & Resume Building
	America’s Job Bank
	http://www.ajb.org/
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	· Job bank provided by a partnership between the US Department of Labor and state-operated public employment services

	
	Brassring.com
	http://www.vjf.com
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	· Contains over 59,000 jobs

· Search by detailed keywords, city, state or country

· Specializes in high-technology professional jobs

	
	CareerBuilder
	http://www.careerbuilder.com/
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	· Searches multiple job databases

	
	CareerPath.com
	http://www.careerpath.com
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	· Contains 300,000 jobs

· Information on career management

	
	Dice.com 
	http://www.dice.com
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	· Contains thousands of computer programming and high-tech employment opportunities in contract and full-time positions

	
	FedWorld U.S. Govt Federal Job Search Homepage
	http://www.fedworld.gov/jobs/jobsearch.html
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	· Search jobs by state and region

· Summer jobs

· Listing of “best” jobs in 21st century

	
	Gotajob.com
	http://www.gotajob.com
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	· Internet service designed to match individuals seeking hourly work with potential employers

	
	Headhunter.net
	http://www.headhunter.net
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	· Browse jobs, particularly high-tech jobs

· Post resume for free

· Links to many job-seeking services

	
	Hotjobs.com
	http://www.hotjobs.com
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	· Easy interface

· Good for all job seekers

	
	JobDirect
	http://www.jobdirect.com
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	· Find internships, part-time jobs, and full-time jobs

	
	Job-hunt.org
	http://www.job-hunt.org/
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	· Search the best online career resources from a single site

	
	Jobs.com
	http://www.jobs.com
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	· Detailed geographical search capability

· Need to download some special plug-in software to post resume

	
	Jobweb by National Association of Colleges and Employers
	http://www.jobweb.org/
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	· Search jobs by academic areas

· Useful examples to assist in job search

	
	Monster.com
	http://www.monster.com
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	· Search over 400,000 job listings

· Career articles and experts

· Live chats

· Good for those who want an overview of the job market

· Create a personal search agent

	
	Resume Tutor
	http://www.umn.edu/ohr/ecep/resume 
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	· Interactive workbook designed to make resume

	Metasearch Engines
	All The Web, All The Time
	http://www.ussc.alltheweb.com/
	N/A
	· Quick and efficient way to search Web

· Indexing 1 billion full-text pages within one year

	
	All-In-One Search Page
	http://www.AllOneSearch.com
	N/A
	· Over 500 of the Internet's best search engines,  databases, indexes, and directories in a single site

	
	Ask Jeeves
	http://www.ask.com
	N/A
	· Answers questions in conversational English without requiring keywords or complicated search strings

	
	Dogpile
	http://www.dogpile.com
	N/A
	· Geographic searches
· Online market place

	
	FAST
	http://www.ussc.alltheweb.com/
	N/A
	· Largest metasearch database on the Web

	
	Internet Oracle
	http://www.internetoracle.com/Default.htm
	NA
	· Nice collection of metasearch engines and search engines

· Resources listed by topic

	
	iTools.com
	http://www.itools.com/front.html
	N/A
	· Searches the Internet, software, newsgroups, and people

· Contains online reference resources on such topics as language, geography, finance, shipping, and Internet

	
	Mamma
	http://www.mamma.com
	N/A
	· Search Web sites, libraries, newsgroups, or people

	
	MetaCrawler
	http://www.metacrawler.com
	N/A
	· Tailors syntax to the sites being searched

	
	OneSeek
	http://www.oneseek.com
	N/A
	· Customized search capabilities

	
	SavvySearch
	http://www.savvysearch.com
	N/A
	· Searches over 700 search engines

	
	Scour.Net
	http://www.scour.net
	N/A
	· Search for audio, video, and images

	
	Search Engine Watch
	http://www.searchenginewatch.com
	N/A
	· Provides search engine tips, listings, reviews, ratings, and tests

	Search Engines
	AltaVista


	http://www.altavista.com
	N/A
	· Largest search engine on the Web—150 million Web sites in its database 
· Can type searches in conversational form

· Photo search

· Video search

· "Family filter" service limits search results to sites suitable for children

	
	Ditto.com
	http://ditto.com
	N/A
	· Visual search engine

· Includes text searches for images

	
	Excite
	http://www.excite.com
	N/A
	· 60 million Web sites in its database

· Homepage has many additional features including news, weather, stocks, etc.

· Searches related keywords

	
	Go.com (formally known as Infoseek)
	http://www.go.com
	N/A
	· 50 million Web sites in its database

· Sorts by document relevance

	
	Google
	http://www.google.com/
	N/A
	· Very straightforward

· No commercial banners

· Keeps a cache of sites

	
	Hotbot
	http://www.hotbot.com
	N/A
	· Easy to use

· More than 110 million Web sites in its database

· Fully customizable to search by date, language, multimedia, domain name, and much more

	
	Lycos
	http://www.lycos.com
	N/A
	· 83 million Web sites in database

· Specialized services include people searches, an online community site, and  Website builder, among others

· Services for users to search exclusively for pictures and sounds

	
	Northernlight
	http://www.northernlight.com
	N/A
	· 100 million Web sites in database

· Search results are listed by rank, relevance, subject, type, source, and language

	
	Snap
	http://www.snap.com

	NA
	· More than 100 million Web sites in database

· Provides a thorough description of what each Web site has to offer, so visitors can decide if it’s worth visiting

	
	Yahoo
	http://www.yahoo.com
	NA
	· The largest human-compiled directory of the Web

· More than one million Websites in database organized into 14 main categories

	
	How to Choose a Search Engine or Directory
	http://www.albany.edu/library/internet/choose.html
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	· Links to a collection of search engines (e.g., AltaVista, Excite, Google, Go.com, Lycos, etc.) 

· Search by fields, search logic, search options, search results, and Web site quality, size, and type

	Research Guides
	A Student’s Guide to Research with the World Wide Web
	http://www.slu.edu/departments/english/research/
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	· Provides guidelines for evaluating Web sources for relevancy, authority, and accuracy

	
	How to Do Research
	http://www.geocities.com/Athens/3238/
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	· Comprehensive and in-depth guide on how to do research 

· Translation tools

· Bookstore links

	
	Statistics Every Writer Should Know
	http://www.robertniles.com/data/
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	· Collection of links for statistical data 

· Information on how to interpret statistics 

	Study Skills
	American Personal Power Learning Experiences (APPLE)
	http://www.fd.appstate.edu/apples/
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	· Guides to improving learning skills, life skills, and physical and mental health

	
	Learning Strategies
	http://www.byu.edu/stlife/cdc/Learning_Strategies/index.htm
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	· Provides information related to learning strategies such as lifestyle management, classroom study skills, study groups, etc.

	
	StudentU.

com
	http://www.studyfree.com/studentu_frm.asp
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	· Network for meeting the educational needs of college students

· Class notes, study guides, study skills, and survival tips

	
	Study Guides and Strategies
	http://www.iss.stthomas.edu/studyguides/
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	· Offers resources for students, including time and stress management, test preparation and taking, and writing and reading skills
· However, has not been updated since 1997

	
	Study Strategies
	http://web.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/study.html
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	· Provides learning modalities, SQ3R (survey, question, read, recite, and review) study method, and note taking techniques

	
	University of Texas Study Tips
	http://www.utexas.edu/student/lsc/handouts/stutips.html
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	· Provides comprehensive overviews of different kinds of study strategies such as time management, reading comprehension, listening and note taking, concentration, memory, test taking, etc.

· No additional Web links offered

	
	Virginia Technology Study Skills Self-Help Information
	http://www.ucc.vt.edu/STDYSK/stdyhlp.html
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	· Provides study skills and self-help information including time scheduling suggestions, use of acronyms study skill checklist, note-taking, 3Q3R, reading skills, etc.

	
	University of Wisconsin – Eau Clair Study Strategies
	http://www.uwec.edu/Admin/ASC/Study_Strategies.htm
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	· Provides information on effective note taking, reading comprehension, taking exams, and stress management

	
	Study Web
	http://www.studyweb.com/
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	· Links to research and education Web sites by academic area

	Style Guides
	Electronic Reference Formats Recommended by the American Psychological Association (APA)
	http://www.apa.org/journals/webref.html
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	· Information on how to cite information from the Internet and World Wide Web in APA style

	
	Karla’s Guide to Citation Guides
	http://bailiwick.lib.uiowa.edu/journalism/cite.html
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	· An annotated collection of links to the best and most up-to-date citation guides 

· Information on how to cite electronic sources

	
	Online Citation Resources
	http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html
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	· Contains information on citing electronic sources by style (APA, MLA, Chicago, CBE, and others)

· Links to Internet sources

	
	Writer’s Handbook – APA Style
	http://www.wisc.edu/writing/Handbook/DocAPA.html
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	· Presents major aspects of APA (American Psychological Association) style guide, which is used in many behavioral and social science disciplines

	Writing Guides
	Paradigm: Online Writing Assistant
	http://www.powa.org/index.html
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	· Guidance on writing essays by type (e.g. – informal, thesis/support, argumentative, and exploratory)

	
	Researchpaper.com – Writing a Research Paper
	http://www.researchpaper.com/writing.html
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	· Contains information on improving the style and presentation of reports

· Ideas and search engine links for research reports

· However, this site has not been updated since 1996

	
	University of Richmond - Writing Center
	http://www.urich.edu/~writing/wweb.html
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	· Provides guides for every step of the writing process


