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Acceptance Speech: A big “Namaskar” to all the attendees. I want to thank the selection committee from Global Learn Tech for this most humbling honor as well as thank Shamira Abdulla for accepting this on my behalf as I have to be at the LEARNTech Asia conference in Singapore today. I so wish that I could replicate myself and be there with you all. First of all, there are millions of well deserving individuals around the world who each are making a significant impact in different sectors of education. While they may never have the good fortune to be recognized for such an award like this, in my eyes, they are the outstanding contributors to education for 2014 and beyond. As a result of their efforts, the educational world is becoming more open, more mobile, more online, more blended, more collaborative, more global, more ubiquitous, more informal, more competency-based, more visually-based, more hands-on, more personalized, and definitely much more rich and engaging than anything that I, and likely anyone in the audience, had ever experienced when in school. These are changing times…no, no, no…these are truly the most transformative times that educators and learners have ever experienced. I am delighted to have played a small role in it, but am even more overjoyed to witness the combined efforts of my global colleagues here in Mumbai and those in education and learning technology in every portion of the globe. You and I, my friends, are members of the “Learning Century.” Let’s all keep working toward the day when the rest of the world realizes this fact and then is able to more fully and purposefully take advantage of this increasingly free and open educational world. Earlier this year, I had a chance to contribute to the rapidly evolving open education movement taking place here in the 14th year of the Learning Century by placing my latest book on online motivation and retention free on the Web for anyone to download. You can download it too at www.TEC-VARIETY.com. You can also find it on my homepage. Already, nearly 30,000 people have done so. It is my way to give back to all of you who have made a difference in the world or should I say a world of difference. Thank you so much. Dhanyawaad! Shukriya!
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